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Moments

DePaul students
celebrate at the
end of a 24-hour
dance marathon.
Photo by DePaul
University/Deanna
Williams
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DePaul junior Bushra Amiwala

Marquee

Representing the
Unrepresented
Bushra Amiwala, Glamour magazine’s 2018
College Woman of the Year, discusses her
campaign for Cook County commissioner in
Illinois’ primary election
Bushra Amiwala was unhappy
with her community’s lack of
representation in elected office.
“As South Asians, we are part
of the majority in the area of
Skokie where I live, yet we have
never had an elected official
that looks like us or truly
represents us,” Amiwala says.
She decided to do something
about it.

When she was a freshman
at DePaul, Amiwala decided
to run for Cook County
commissioner in the 13th District. She campaigned in the
2018 Illinois primary election
during her sophomore year.
While she championed policy
change, her true goal was to
amplify the voices of those
who often go unheard.

“Muslims need a public
servant, someone to be an
advocate for us in the community at large,” she says. “I was
tired of us always either being
victimized or being seen as
perpetrators of violence.”
Amiwala ran against incumbent Larry Suffredin, who
has held the seat for 16 years,
for the Democratic Party nomination. Although she says she
didn’t have as many resources
as her opponent, she wasn’t
discouraged. Amiwala served
as her own campaign manager
and finance director and
educated herself about election
law. Her community of friends
and students at DePaul helped
her enlist volunteers.
“Students would take the
Red and then Yellow Line [on
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the ‘L’] to Skokie. I didn’t have
money for an office, so we
all met at the CTA station,”
Amiwala says. “Because of
DePaul, I was able to appeal
to the younger generation,
a group of individuals who
were really excited about my
campaign. Most of them didn’t
even live in my district.”
Amiwala found support
from women and people of
color, even though her adversaries doubted that she would
get their votes. And although
Amiwala conceded to Suffredin
on March 20, more than 250
volunteers worked on her
campaign, and as a first-time
candidate, she received about
13,500 votes—30 percent of
the total vote.
“People supported me
because of why I was doing
it, not necessarily because of
what I was going to do. The
incumbent and I aligned on so
many issues. Why you do it is
how you win someone’s heart
and mind,” she notes.
Looking ahead, Amiwala,
who is now a junior majoring
in management information
systems and double minoring
in community service and
policy studies, hopes that
minorities are better represented and supported.
“I hope that no child or
young person thinks they can’t
do something because they
don’t see someone like them in
whatever fields—politics, media,
music, technology, anything,”
she asserts. “I want to break
people’s predisposed beliefs.”
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Campus Events

November
12 Lincoln Park Student Center
1960s Black Fashion Show
29 DePaul Art Museum The
Visionary Art and Design of
Edgar Miller

December

Luis “Suave” Gonzalez (center)
details his experience behind bars.

Memoranda

Breaking the Bars
Panel discussions and a personal story address
Latinos and mass incarceration in the United States
An estimated 2.3 million people are currently
imprisoned in the United States, making it the
world’s leader in incarceration. According to
the NAACP, African Americans and Latinos
make up approximately 32 percent of the U.S.
population and, in 2015, comprised 56 percent
of all incarcerated people. As immigration laws
become stricter, the number of imprisoned
Latinos is expected to massively increase.
These issues were discussed in May at the
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences’
Department of Latin American and Latino
Studies (LALS) and The Futuro Media
Group’s event “Latinos and Mass Incarceration.” The three-part program was recorded
by Futuro’s “In the Thick,” a podcast that
discusses issues of race, identity and politics.
The podcast’s hosts, Maria Hinojosa, the
LALS Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz chair, and
Julio Varela, Futuro’s digital media producer,
moderated discussions.
The event included panel dialogues such as
“Latino Incarceration in the Trump Era” and
“Immigration Detention.” It also provided a
real-life example of mass incarceration in the
United States. Luis “Suave” Gonzalez spoke
about his experience behind bars. Gonzalez
was 16 years old when he was sentenced to
life in prison without parole.
In 1993, Hinojosa, a renowned journalist,
spoke at an event at the prison where Gonzalez
was being held. She encouraged him to share
6
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his experiences behind bars in order to represent a population that goes unheard. The two
have remained in contact for more than 25
years, and much of what Gonzalez reported
during his time in prison was broadcast to
the public by Hinojosa.
Because of his frequent contact with Hinojosa, Gonzalez became inspired to learn how
to read and write. Then, after seven attempts,
he earned his GED diploma. Gonzalez obtained his bachelor’s degree from Villanova
University while he was in prison—a degree
that took him 16 years to complete.
In 2012, the Supreme Court ruled that
juveniles could not receive a life sentence
without parole, and a subsequent ruling in 2016
made it retroactive. Gonzalez spent 31 years in
prison before his release in November 2017.
During breaks in Gonzalez’s story, Hinojosa addressed the audience and said that all
too often she meets students who think their
dreams are unreachable. She used Gonzalez’s
story of determination and perseverance as an
example of fighting for the future.
“All of you have dreams that seem completely impossible and unattainable. Don’t
give up because it can, in fact, end up like
this,” Hinojosa implored. “We need you to
not give up.”
To listen to the “In the Thick” recording from
the event, please visit inthethick.org/episodes.

7 Chaddick Institute Chaddick
Institute/DePaul Real Estate
Center Annual Conference
9 Corboy Jazz Hall New
Horizons Band and Ensembles
Fall Concert

January
13 Corboy Jazz Hall Faculty
Artist Series: Dana Hall
16 Allen Recital Hall Faculty
Artist Series: Steve Balderston

February
1–2 Daley Building Big Shoulders International Student Film
Festival
2 Gannon Concert Hall DePaul
Symphony Orchestra
7 John T. Richardson Library
Doran Larson: American Prison
Writing Archive
1–10 The Healy Theatre “Water
by the Spoonful”
15–24 The Watts Theatre “A
Dybbuk or Between Two Worlds”
Campus events are open to
the public.

Alumni Events

November
10 Chicago St. James Food
Pantry Volunteer Outing
15 Chicago Wreath Making Class
27 Chicago Young Alumni Ping
Pong Outing at AceBounce
28 Naperville, Ill. Alumni
& Friends Reception with
President Esteban
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Alumni Events (cont.)

December
8 Phoenix Arizona Alumni
Chapter Holiday Brunch
8 New York City New York City
Alumni Chapter Holiday Brunch
8 Culver City, Calif. Southern
California Alumni Chapter
Holiday Brunch
8 Washington, D.C. Washington,
D.C. Alumni Chapter Holiday
Brunch

January
DePaul alumni are dreamers and doers
turning their goals into accomplishments,
innovators and creators giving the world
new perspectives and, above all, leaders
making a difference in their communities.
Every year, alumni come together to build
and strengthen their bonds not only with
one another, but with DePaul. By attending
hundreds of events nationwide, offering
countless hours of community service and
supporting students by making gifts, alumni lay the building blocks for a vibrant,
respectful and engaging community.

The annual Alumni Impact Report
measures and highlights the many ways
alumni are sustaining their communities
and impacting DePaul. In this year’s
report (July 1, 2017–June 30, 2018),
you’ll see how alumni gave back to the
university, upheld the university’s mission
of providing education for all, engaged
with DePaul’s new president, developed
connections with fellow alumni and shared
the Vincentian mission with the world.
Visit alumni.depaul.edu/impactreport to
read it now.

39,500+

alumni engaged with DePaul in 2017–18
by attending events, making gifts,
volunteering, following us on
social media and more.

15 Chicago Ray Winter Fitness
Class
19 Chicago DePaul Family Theatre
Performance: “Go Dog Go”
22 Chicago Annual Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Prayer
Breakfast
Thursday, January 31
Blue Demon Challenge

February
2 Chicago Blue Demon Day:
Men’s Basketball vs. Providence
2 Multiple Cities Blue Demon
Day Game Watch
Saturday, Feb. 2
Blue Demon Day
3 Chicago Pregame Reception
& Women’s Basketball vs.
Marquette
9 Chicago Tour and Tasting at
Intelligentsia Coffee
16 Chicago Sip, Swirl and
Sustainability at The Field
Museum

8,700+
ALUMNI DONORS

3,700+

ALUMNI EVENT ATTENDEES

19 Phoenix Alumni & Friends
Reception with President Esteban
24 Chicago MB Arena Ice
Skating Outing
26 West Palm Beach, Fla.
Alumni & Friends Reception
with President Esteban

27,000+
LINKEDIN MEMBERS

1,000+
ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS

28 Naples, Fla. Alumni & Friends
Reception with President Esteban
Registration dates vary. Please
visit alumni.depaul.edu/events
for more information.
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Memories

When Flipping
Burgers Was an Art

U.S. Army MP
Bob Skaleski

Before Big Macs and the Golden Arches,
there was the Skaleski Staggered System
As a high school student, Bob Skaleski (BUS
’64) was an employee at McDonald’s No. 1, the
first location established by Ray Kroc, who grew
the chain into a global enterprise. Kroc’s idea
was to produce food fast. Skaleski made it faster.
“We used to produce 30 burgers every five
minutes if we were busy,” recalls Skaleski, who
began working at the walk-up restaurant in
Des Plaines, Ill., in 1958. “We had extra grill
space. It was a big, big grill.
“I would turn [the heat] down, and then
I put 30 [patties] on, and then I put on 30
more,” he says. “I had to work a little faster,
but I could put 30 on, then flip 30 … and I
produced 30 every two-and-a-half minutes.”
The person frying burgers was at the top of
the food-making hierarchy, says Skaleski, who
worked his way up from the bottom. “We’d
have two guys [taking orders] in the windows,
8
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then we had one guy who wrapped burgers.
We had one or two people on the fries and
one guy on shakes. We had two guys behind
the grill, one frying the burgers and [one] was
the bun preparer.”
No matter the pecking order, everyone
teamed up shortly before closing time at 11
p.m. Employees got to take home any leftover
food, “so about 10 or 15 minutes before
closing, we would be making fries and shakes
and burgers like heck,” says Skaleski, chuckling.
There were no uniforms, but employees
wore “silly little hats” precariously perched on
“three pounds of hair” sculpted into ducktail
hairdos. “Everybody wanted to look like James
Dean or Marlon Brando.”
And everyone tried to steer clear of Kroc,
who Skaleski calls “a bit of a grouch.” Kroc
would get angry if Skaleski practiced his alto

saxophone in the back during slow periods;
Skaleski gained notoriety by practicing in the
soundproof walk-in freezer.
When he started, Skaleski was making
60 cents an hour, saving about $17 per week
toward his future tuition of about $400 a semester at DePaul. By the time he enrolled in the
accounting program in 1960, he’d worked his
way up to night manager and $1.25 an hour.
Skaleski, who retired in Norwalk, Conn.,
after a successful career as a certified public
accountant, was sorry to hear that the original
McDonald’s building was demolished in 1984
and the replica museum that sprang up in its
place was torn down earlier this year.
“I remember going to my 50th high school
reunion and walking by that little museum
because it still holds a little place in my heart,”
he says.
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Milestones

Master Class

CDM ranks highly in game
design, animation
The graduate game design program
in DePaul’s College of Computing
and Digital Media (CDM) ranks 17th
on the Princeton Review’s “Top 25
Graduate Schools to Study Game
Design for 2018.” The undergraduate
program placed 28th on the organization’s list of “Top 50 Undergraduate
Schools to Study Game Design.”
Animation Career Review ranked
DePaul’s graduate animation
program second, its game design
program seventh and its overall
animation program 14th on the
site’s 2018 lists of the top animation and game design schools and
colleges in the United States.

How to Negotiate to
Get What You Need
By Robert Perkovich
What do you think of when you think of a
negotiation? Buying or selling something?
Settling a lawsuit or a divorce? Brokering a
multinational treaty?
These certainly are examples of negotiations, but I prefer to define negotiation as
any time two or more parties communicate
with the intention of reaching a certain goal.
If you accept that definition, a negotiation
could involve deciding with a friend or loved
one which movie to see, where to have dinner
or where to vacation. Looked at this way, it is
clear that we spend a lot of time negotiating.
Another commonly held perception about
negotiating is that there must be a winner or
loser, or more accurately, each time I make
progress toward my goal, you lose progress
toward your goal. A better approach to
negotiating is to follow the maxim “outcome
and relationship.” Negotiating from a win-lose
perspective can impair important relationships.
I would go further to suggest that even if
you are negotiating with someone you will
never see again, you are still in a relationship.
That is, you need this person to reach your
goal, and if you negotiate to win, that relationship becomes strained and the possibility
of reaching a solution becomes less likely.
So how does one negotiate to reach a
goal but avoid impairing relationships? The
answer is to negotiate not over your position,
but over your needs and interests. That is,
don’t say what you want (your position); say
why you want it (your need and interest). If

you negotiate over positions, you and your
negotiating partner have only two conflicting
choices, and those choices will pull you apart.
On the other hand, if you negotiate over
interests, there may be many solutions.
For example, let’s look at a movie negotiation. If one person wants to see an action film
and the other person wants to see a romance, it
is still possible to find common ground. There
are action films that also have a romantic
story line. In fact, there might be many
options! By approaching the negotiation in
this fashion, not only might the parties reach
an agreement, but also they are collaborating
instead of competing. Even if they don’t reach
an agreement, their relationship is enhanced,
or at least not impaired.
There are many labels for this approach
to negotiating: win-win, integrative, principled. The label I prefer is interest-based
bargaining because it captures the essence of
the approach—negotiate over interests, not
positions. Or, as that expert on negotiations,
Mick Jagger, once sang, “You can’t always get
what you want/but if you try sometimes you
just might find/you get what you need.”

Student-led refugee project
wins Campus 1871 competition
A student-led project to connect
refugees and immigrants with critical skill sets to job opportunities in
the United States won the annual
Campus 1871 competition, hosted
by entrepreneurial technology
hub 1871. The team was led by
Badar Al Lawati (CDM MS ’11)
and Redar Ismail (CDM MS ’15),
both of whom are DePaul doctoral
candidates and Coleman Entrepreneurship Center members.

Johanson named dean of
Driehaus College of Business
Misty Johanson, former director
of the School of Hospitality
Leadership, was appointed dean of
the Driehaus College of Business
in March. Johanson, a renowned
scholar who joined DePaul in 2009,
is the first woman to lead the college, which includes the Kellstadt
Graduate School of Business.

African and Black Diaspora
Studies now a department

Robert Perkovich is a visiting assistant professor
at the Kellstadt Graduate School of Business. He
is a member of the National Academy of Arbitrators, has arbitrated and mediated countless
labor-management and employment disputes,
and has published on the subject of alternative
dispute resolution in several academic journals.

In response to growing student interest, African and Black Diaspora
Studies (ABD) was elevated to full
departmental status in spring 2018.
Founded as a program in 2003,
ABD now features a major, a minor,
tenured faculty and the Ida B.
Wells Postdoctoral Fellow.
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Musings

We asked readers: Where was your favorite
hangout spot around the Lincoln Park and Loop
campuses? Here are some of their responses.

“

Chicagoan endows chair in
Albanian studies
Established through a generous
bequest, the new Hidai Bregu
Endowed Visiting Chair in Albanian
Studies will teach the language,
culture and contributions of people
of Albanian descent.

DePaul wins best PR
education program
The public relations and advertising
graduate program in the College of
Communication won the PRWeek
2018 Outstanding Education
Program of the Year after earning
honorable mentions in 2016 and 2017.

I’m always
partial to the
@DPUHospitality
lounge in Daley
340. Comfortable
couches, fast WiFi,
great views and,
of course, the
hospitality spirit!

Demon Dogs!

@NicholasJ
Thomas

Pat Frederickson
(CMN ’88)

Always on the
hills in the Quad
or the computer
lab in the SAC.

“

Astoria Rydin
(CSH ’14)

Franciscans honor DePaul
Franciscan Outreach, one of the
oldest and largest service providers to people who are homeless in
Chicago, presented DePaul with
its Community Outreach Impact
Award in May 2018. The nonprofit
recognized DePaul for its public
service work through the Institute
of Global Homelessness and the
Steans Center for Communitybased Service Learning.

“

Nine DePaul students and alumni
received Fulbright grants to study,
conduct research or teach English
abroad, an award rate of 29
percent. The number of applicants,
semifinalists and winners from
DePaul has more than tripled in the
past five years thanks to a system
put in place by Fulbright program
advisor Phillip Stalley, associate
professor of political science.

On the plaza in
front of the DePaul
Center on a nice
spring/summer day.
Patrick James
Murphy

“

CDM, Second City partner to
create rare comedy degrees

Kelly’s!!!

In partnership with The Second
City’s Harold Ramis Film School,
DePaul’s School of Cinematic Arts
in the College of Computing and
Digital Media (CDM) now offers
an MFA in screenwriting with a
concentration in comedy and a BFA
and minor in comedy filmmaking.
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McGee’s! Wings
and waffle fries!
Lizabeth (Libby)
Linares-Herrera
(BUS ’00)

“

We used to write
our Friday night
@radiodepaul
show at Kelly’s
Pub. Great source
for creativity.

Number of Fulbright scholars
from DePaul triples
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“

Eric Dziubyk
(BUS ’17)
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mjaltier

“

Local Option before
it was a metal
bar, Allende for
late-night tacos.
Jenna O’Brien
(CMN ’06, MA ’09)

“

“

Thursday nights at
Kelly’s Pub! Delta
Zeta sisterhood!
Rose Kopf Shirey
(LAS ’82)

